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The Home Builders Association of Greater
Little Rock {HBAGLR) is constructing its first
evar GHEEN BUILT model home. The house is
located in west Little Rock's Woodiand's Edge,
the 2008 Green Development of the Year, The
project is a sustainable construction set to ANSI-
approved National Green Building Standards.
The standards state: "a builder, remodeler or de-
veloper must incorporate a minimum number of
features in the following areas: energy, water and
resource efficiency, lot and site development, in-
door environment quality and homeownsr adu-
catior,"

Last month's spring-lke weather afforded
the builders of the GREEN BUILT home a much-
neaded break. The home s in frame and at
press tims, much of the electrical, plumbing and
heating/alr conditioning hookups were in rough-
in. Keith Wingfield, co-project coardinator and
president of the HBAGLRE, said mnsulation and
drywall should be installed soon,

Wingfield gave AY a tour of the site. Tha
haorne will have about 2,600 sguars feet of living
space, including a master bedroom with a large
window oriented to fake advantage of natural
light, three additional bedrooms, three full baths,
pull-down stair acoess to the attic and a tornada
shetter by Tormadeo Shelter Systams, The rear will
featurs a coverad deck.

The GREEN BUILT home has a crawl-space
foundation with piers and beams that run be-
neath the home. Cinderblocks wrap the foun-
dation's sides and rear, and a tour of the large
storage area alows a view of the home's sup-
port system, which includes enginesrad | joists.
"These | Joists ars actualy made of OSB, orent-
ed strand board, which is actually a fairy gresn
preduct,” Wingheld said "The boards are made
of chips that are randomlby-orientad and com-
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pressed with adhesive, The chips come from
amall frees versus phewood, which s made of
large trees.”

8B, according 1o the Enginesred Wood
Association, s “manufactured from  water
preaf, heat-cured adhesives and rectangularty-
shaped wood strands.” The chips, or strands,
are oblained from smaller, fast-growing tres
species making the OSE a more environ-
mentally-friendly product. The material has the
strength of plywood and that can be used, in
many instances, instead of phwood.

Subflacring has been laid, and according
o Wingfisld, builders often apply a chemical to
the wood to pravent damags due to rain and
maisture. “We Use a KlieenWrap to pratect the
ooring; this elminates the use of chemicals,
which could run off and damage the sumound-
ing ground,” Wingfield said.

To minimize financial and material waste,
the amount of wood and the number of culs 1o
be made during the framing process has been
taken into account. "Often crews use the most
corvenient plece of wood, so-a 10-fool piece
may be cut out of a 14-foot or 18-foot piecs.
We plan our cuts, s0 a 10-foot piece will be
out from a 12-piece of wood," Winafield said,
Laftover wood will be given toan envirenmental
company to make mulch,

Concrete and brick s also belng accounted
for — to eliminate excess waste — and leftover
materials will be recycled as well, Bracing and
scaffold used during the construction process
will later be used in the attic,

For more information about the GREEN
BUILT house, kog onto hbaglr.oom, -
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Check AY each month, as we'll fegture

manthly uptates through the completion of the
GREEN BUILT home in May or Jung.




